Outpost TNC Message Manager (v1.1)

Application Note 2004-01

Sending Spreadsheet Data with Outpost

Introduction

Jim Oberhofer KN6PE
March 2004

Because Outpost can send (and BBSs can store) messages consisting of ASCII characters, it is possible to send
information from a wide range of applications that store their data in ASCII. This application note focuses on 2
methods for how you can send spreadsheet data using Outpost.

Method #1 — Sending “Cut-and-Paste” Data

One method for sending spreadsheet data is to
copy the cells you want to send, then paste them
into a message form. Here’s the step-by-step
method on how this would work.

For this example, let’s assume the following
scenario. A shelter requires a list of material to
be delivered from a regional Red Cross Material
Replenishment Center. A spreadsheet is used to
track what the shelter has and the items that they
need.

1. Once the spreadsheet is created, move a
copy of it to the PC where Outpost resides.

2. At the Outpost PC, open the spreadsheet,
highlight the data to be sent, and either press
CNTL-C or select Edit->Copy from the
spreadsheet menu (highlighted area is
indicated by the shaded cells on the top right
figure).

3.  Go back to Outpost. Open an Outpost
message form, position the cursor in the
message area, and press CNTL-V, or select
Edit-> Paste. Add whatever additional
message text as required.

4. As you look at the message form, you will
see that the data is not necessarily aligned to
the column as it was displayed in the
spreadsheet.

a. If the information is to be imported into a
spreadsheet at the receiving station,
DO NOT CHANGE THE SPACING
BETWEEN THE DATA ITEMS!!! This
will misalign the data during the recovery
process at the receiving station (this
process relies on one TAB between each
column data entry).

b. If the information is to be only viewed or
printed at the receiving station, you can
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1 Shelter: Quinlan Center
2 City: Cupertino, CA
E Request: Material replenishment
4 Date: 3/24/2004
&
6 titem Number Description On Hand  Units Oty needed Req Date Req Time
7 1 cots 30 ea 25 18-Mar 18:00
8 2 blankets 45 ea 15 18-Mar 18:00
g 3 water, 12 oz hoitles 200 hottles 100 159-kar 12:00
10 4 First Aid kits 3 kits 12 ASAP
11 5 Tailet paper a0 rolls 250 19-Mar 12:00
12 B tooth brushes 10 ea a0 ASAP
=l 7 tooth paste 5 ea 55 ASAP
14 g note pads 1} 23 25 19-har 18:00,
15 9 pencils 0 ea 25 19-Mar 15:00
16§ 10 MRE 10 300 18-Mar 18:00:
17
19
gl
File Edit Actions Help
Printl Sendl Savel Closel
Frivate Message %
Bbs: [1rGPE-1
Fram: {1 hBPE
Ta: [KDBCHY
Subject: |Cupertino Shelter Material
John, =
Please advise as to when we can expect the following material.
Jim FNGPE
Shelter: Quinlan Center
City: Cupertino, Ca
Fequest: Naterial replenishment
Date: J/z4/z004
Item Numher Description On Hand Units 0ty needed Req Date
Redq Time
1 cots 30 ea 25 18-Mar 15:00
2 blankets 45 ea 15 15-Mar 18:00
i<} water, 12 oz bottles 200 bottles 100 19-Mar 1l2:00
4 Firat 4id kitz 3 kita 12 AZAP
5 Toilet paper 50 rolls 250 19-Mar 12:00
1 tooth brushes 10 ea 50 ASAP
7 tooth paste 5 ea 55 AZAP =
I note pads [u] ea 25 19-Mar 1G:00
9 pencils 0O ea 25 19-Mar 15:00 LI

“clean up” the look of the report by entering additional tabs to re-align the data to columns. Press

CNTL-TAB to enter tabs into the message window.
5. When done, press Send to move the message in the Out Tray.
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Receiving “Cut-and-Paste” data

Lets assume this data is to be imported into a
new spreadsheet at the receiving station.

1. Once the Outpost message arrives, open the
message, highlight the data that was sent,
and either press CNTL-C or select
Edit->Copy from the message menu.

2. Open the spreadsheet; position the cursor in
the first upper-right cell where the data will
be inserted, and press CNTL-V, or select
Edit-> Paste.

3. Save the spreadsheet, and deliver the file to
the intended user.

Considerations

Take a look at the spreadsheet and note that the
formatting is not preserved when compared to
the source spreadsheet. Formatting that will be
lost includes:

= the Bold cells

Application Note 2004-01

l:upertinn Shelter Material - Packet Message

File Edit Actions Help
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Prlntl Replyl Fnrwardl Clnsel

Private Message
Bbs KNEPE-1
From: KNGPE
Too KDECHY
Subject: Cupertino Shelter Material

03/24/04 21:02

Please advise as to when we can expect the following material.
Jim FNGFPE

On Hand Tnits

0ty needed

=
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= position alignment within the cell (left, right, o .0 -BruUghs=s= $ %, W9

or centered) Al - A Shelter
= cell formulas A B | ¢ | b | E | F | & |
L. . 1 |Shelter:  IQwinlan Center

One decision .that Operational Area Responders. (2 [City: Cuperting, CA
should make is how data should be passed and in | 3 |Request: |Material replenishment
what format. Resolving up front whether the % L GECAIL
data .Wﬂ,l be p?lnted or 1mp0rted into another Eltem Murnk Description On Hand | Units Oty neede Req Date Req Time
application will reduce the amount of data 7 1 cots 30 ea 25 18Mar 1800
reformatting later on. 5 | 2 blankets 45 ea 15 18-Mar 18:00

EN 3 water, 12 ¢ 200 battles 1000 158-Mar 12:00

| 10 | 4 First Aid k 3 kits 12 ASAP

11 | 5 Tailet pape a0 rolls 2500 18-Mar 12:00

| 12 | 6 tooth brust 10 ea 50 AZAP

| 13 | 7 tooth past blea 55 AZAP

| 14 | 8 nate pads Oea 25 158-Mar 13:00

| 15 | 9 pencils Oea 25 18-Mar 13:00

| 16 | 10 MRE 10 3000 18-Mar 18:00

1
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Method #2 — Sending a spreadsheet file

Attempting to send a standard spreadsheet
file may cause Outpost, the BBS, or both, to
hang because of embedded binary content in
the spreadsheet.

However, most spreadsheet applications
support a means to export spreadsheet data
into one or more ASCII formats that are
compatible with Outpost and the packet
environment.

While the following example demonstrates
one approach using Microsoft Excel, the
concept applies to other spreadsheet
packages as well.

1. Once the spreadsheet is created, move a
copy of it to the PC where Outpost
resides.

2. At the Outpost PC, open the
spreadsheet, press File->Save As from
the spreadsheet menu.

3. Change the “Save as Type” to
“Comma Delimited (*.csv)". Press
Save. A file with a *.csv extension is
created.

4. Go back to Outpost. Open an Outpost
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Shelter: Quinlan Center
City: Cuperting, CA
Request: Material replenishment
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Save in:
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Filz name: ISheIter Requirements, csv

Save as type! |CsY (Comma delimited) (*.csv)

u Save I

Cancel |
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Micrasoft Excel 5.0/95 Warkboaok (*,xls)

oft Excel 97-2000 & 5.0/95 Workbook (*,xs)
o3 defimibed) (F,caw
Micrasoft Excel 4.0 Worksheet (*,xls)
Microsoft Excel 3.0 Workshest (*,xls)
Microsoft Excel 2,1 Workshest (*,xls) %4
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message form. Press File->Open from  f. ede actions Hel N
the Outpost message menu. Printl Sendl Savel Closel
5. Change the “Files of Type” to “All Private Message
files (*.*).” Change the directory to Bbs: [KNBFPE-1
where the*csv file is located, select the Fram: [ichIBPE
file, and press Open. The *.csv file is To: [KDBCHY
written on to the message form Subiect: |Cuperting Shelter Material
: Tohn, 1=
6' Take a IOOk at the example to the rlght' Pleaze adwise as to when we can expect |the following material.
Note that all fields are separated by Tiu KNGPE
commas, and fields with embedded S
commas are surrounded by quotes. City:,"Cupertino, CA",,,,,
Request: Material replenishment,,,,,
7.  When done, press Send to move the Date:,3/24/2004,,,,,
message n the Ollt TraY' i;;;l,ﬁumber,Descript,ion,Dn Hand,Units,Qty needed,Req Date,Req Time
1l,cots,30,ea,25,18-Mar 15:00
2,blankets, 45,ea,15,15-Mar,15:00
3,"water, 12 oz bottles",200,bottles,100,19-Mar,12:00
4,First Aid kits,3,kits, 12,4547,
5,Toilet paper,50,rolls, 250,19-Mar , 12:00
&, tooth brushes,10,ea, 50, 454F,
7,tooth paste,5,ea, 55, A5AF,
g,note pads,0,ea,25,19-Mar,15:00
9,pencils, 0,ea,25,19-Mar 15:00 -
10,MRE, 10, ,300,18-Mar,15:00
=l
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il
File Edit Actions Help
Printl Replyl Forwardl Closel c
- . Private Message 1

Receiving a spreadsheet file bhe KNEPE T 2

Continuing with the above example, For: 1 O 20

proceed to recover the file as follows: T KD - Fa—

. Save in: Ilf)App Maotes j = £ EE-
. Subject:

1. Once the Outpost message arrives, Bt
open the message. Note the BBS ‘;E;ﬁéﬁi”i
header that was added above the sl
message. John,

) Please adw

2. Press File->Save As from the Jin KI6PE
Outpost message menu. Shelter:,q

3. Enter in a file name with a *csv El&ﬁest“ﬁ
extension. Press Save. Close the i
message. Iten Mumbe

1l,cots, 30,
Open a blank Excel spreadsheet. s
,Twater,

5. Press File->Open from the Excel g;;ﬁ:;‘;
menu. Change the “Files Of Type” S:tooth hr It File: name: Icupertino shelter infd cav j Save I
to “Comma Delimited (*.csv).” _ Savesstyps  [Tew Fiest 0 =l Concel_|
Locate the file saved by Outpost. Lk Z
Press Open.

6. The entire message is brought into the @] File Edt Yiew Insert Format Tooks Data  Window Help  Adobe POF
spreadsheet. Note that it includes NEeEHan SR %! » B-2@<|o-o- @z -t
more than was sent: R = o

Arial -0 - B I U E=E=H 5 % .00 4.
a. An address header added by i TR T
Outpost (1* four lines in the = R
A | B | ¢ | D | E | F | G |
example) MFrom  KNGPE
b. An address header added by the Zl|To:  KDBCHY
BBS (3 lines, rows 6-8) Sent:  03/24/04 21:18
c. The message text as entered by Subject: Cupertino Shelter Material
the sender (3 lines, rows 10-13). MSG#200 03/24/04 21:18:04 FROM KNGPE TO KDECMY
d. The original spreadsheet data. SUBJECT: Cupertino Shelter Material

7. 1If desired, delete the added rows PATH KDECHY
above the original data, in this case, Tlllakn
rows 1 through 13 (highlighted in the jill|Pleasze advise as to when we can expect the following material.
example, ready for deleting). lim KMNEPE

8. Correct the formatting — Bold

g. Shelter: [ Quinlan Center
headers, fix column widths, correct 18 |City: Cuperting, CA
sell alignment (not shown) — and save 16 Request:  Material replenishment
as an *.xls file. 17 | Date: 324/2004
18
| 13 |ltem MNumkb Descriptior On Hand  Units Oty neede Reg Date Req Time
|20 1 cots 30 ea 25 18-Mar 18:00
21 2 hlankets 45 ea 15 18-Mar 18:00
| 22 3 water, 12 ¢ 200 hottles o0 19-Mar 12:00
| 23 | 4 First Aid k 3 kits 12 ASAP
| 24 5 Tailet pape a0 ralls 2600 18-Mar 12200
| 25 | B tooth brust 10 ea a0 ASAR
| 26 | 7 tooth paste 5ea 55 ASAF
| 27 8 note pads 0ea 25 158-Mar 18:00
| 28 | 9 pencils 0ea 25 158-Mar 18:00
| 29| 10 MRE 10 300 18-Mar 158:00
30
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